INTERNATIONAL FACT FINDING MISSION DOCUMENTS IMPACTS ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS IN BRAZIL CAUSED BY MONOCULTURES FOR PRODUCTION OF AGROFUEL

 

10th of April, 2008 

OUR "Basic food basket" IS OUR LAND 


FIAN - International Organization for Human Rights, working with the Human Right to Adequate Food, with consultative status before the UN, along with the agencies of cooperation of the churches Misereor, Bread for the World and EED of Germany, ICCO of the Netherlands; HEKS of Switzerland, as well as a representative of the Organization of West Africa farmers - ROPPA and an academic of the University of Halifax in Canada, at the request of Brazilian civil society organizations, carried out an international fact finding mission to check in locus the impacts on the Human Right to Adequate Food of the expansion of monocultures for agroenergy in Brazil. From the 03rd to the 10th of April, the mission visited 3 states of Brazil: Mato Grosso do Sul, Piaui and Sao Paulo.

Fact Finding Mission videoclip:

http://blip.tv/file/825351
PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL MISSION: 

1. Visit to Mato Grosso do Sul 

A delegation of the mission visited the Guaraní Kaiowá indigenous people in the city of Dourados, Mato Grosso do Sul, which faces serious violations of the human right to food because of lack of access and control over their ancestral lands.

In 2005 25 Guaraní Kaiowá children died of malnutrition due to the interruption of the Basic Basket Food assistance program. Although the program has been resumed, the rates of malnutrition, nutritional risk and severe malnutrition remain among the indigenous population of Dourados.

Currently the Dourados reservation has an area of 3,500 hectares for 14 thousand people. These lands are scarce (0.3 hectares per person or 25 hectares per extensive family) and are not enough to produce the food required for this population. This situation affects the customs, traditions and cultural habits of the population and completely changes the processes of production of food and social organization of communities. This situation is also reflected in an increase of conflict and internal violence.

Many indigenous in the face of the lack of food and other alternative sources of income are forced to work as sugar cane cutters. A fast expansion in the land used for sugar cane production has been observed over the last three years in the State of Mato Grosso do Sul, where 11 sugar mills for alcohol production are already functioning and a total of at least 43 new mills have been approved for construction in the near future. Many members of the Guaraní Kaiowá people are submitted to a situation of super-exploitation and subjected to slave work. Proof of this is that - in the year of 2007 alone - around 800 indigenous workers were freed from the situation of slave work or analogous to slave work in the mills in Mato Grosso do Sul.

Since the 70´s, the Guaraní Kaiowá people have been claiming their ancestral territories. For some years the continuity of the legal process of demarcation, the approval and registration of land identified as ancestral territory of this nation, have not been completed . The pressure against the process of demarcation of land has generated internal violence and violence against indigenous and government officials involved in the process of demarcation, in the part of the farmers who own land around the indigenous villages. The climate of tension and threats is aggravated in the current context of expansion of the sugar cane plantations for the production of alcohol, aggravating the situation of vulnerability of the Guaraní Kaiowá. people

2. Visit to the State of Piauí

Another delegation of the mission visited the Santa Clara farm in the State of Piauí, project of cultivation of castor oil plant for the production of biodiesel for the enterprise Brazil Ecodiesel.

The project is located in the municipality of Canto do Burití, 330 km to the south of capital Teresina. The land with an area of approximately 39,000 hectares has been temporarily donated by the Piauí State Government to the enterprise with a contract of use for 10 years. The government built 20 "rural-villages" of 35 houses each and settled 700 families in 2005. The majority of these families previously were not farmers, coming mostly from small neighbouring villages and towns, in precarious conditions. Currently 610 families are still living in the settlement.

The fact finding mission identified the following main problems:
a) Economic situation / income
The producers of Santa Clara farm are submitted to a rigid system of payments in exchange for the production of castor oil plant. The enterprise reduces the payments, when the producers do not reach the goal of 3000 kg year, established in the contract. At the same time, according to information obtained from the producers, no family has been able to reach the set goal, which has showed to be too high for the productive standard of the region. This has led to the accumulation of debts of the agricultural workers with the enterprise.

It was also possible to take note that there is no real participation of the family farmers in the negotiation of the prices, and there is no guarantee of a minimum income corresponding to a monthly minimum salary per family. In practice the price is insufficient to cover the basic necessities of the families. This provokes food insecurity, hunger and inadequate food to the population involved in the project.

b) Land
There is a deep confusion in relation to the future transfer of the lands to the family farmers. According to them, the enterprise has promised the transfer of three hectares with definite land title after 10 years of use. The enterprise talked about 18,9 hectares to be handed to them. However, according to the Land Institute of Piauí (ITERPI), there is only a contract of use between the Government of the Piauí and the enterprise Brazil Ecodiesel. There is no established guarantee that the settler will receive any share of land after the 10 years.

c) Organization 
The Company has attempted to intimidate the producers in their efforts to organize themselves. It has done so by cutting payments on account of workers’ participation in a demonstration for better working conditions.

d) Model of production 
Obviously there is a competition between the production of castor oil plant and cultures of food for subsistence. Producers expressed that they would prefer to increase the cultivation of products, like cassava, for their own consumption.

3. Visit to the State of São Paulo

A third delegation of the Fact Finding mission had the opportunity to visit the Sate of São Paulo, a very entrepreneurial and economically advanced State, in which approximately ¾ of the area under agricultural production in some municipalities is dedicated to the monoculture of sugar cane for the production of sugar and alcohol. The delegation met with Agricultural Worker’s Unions, agents of the Migrants Pastoral and officers of the Public Ministry in the municipalities of Ribeirão Preto, Guaiba and Araraquara. The delegation was able to document that the working conditions in the sugarcane sector result in a series of violations of labour rights, as well as of the right to adequate food and health of the workers employed in this productive sector. 

Among the main problems detected, we can highlight the following:

The death of approximately 21 rural workers due to exhaustion since 2004 in the State of São Paulo. These deaths only represent the tip of an Iceberg of structural super-exploitation of the workers caused by the system of payment for amount produced, which forces the workers to work beyond their own limits, with extremely serious consequences to their health and life expectancy. This type of labour relations hinders the possibility of adequate meals due to the absence of pauses and the horrible living conditions in the dormitories where they can not stock or adequately prepare their food. 

At the same time, the average productivity of the sugar cane cutters almost doubles since the 80´s, going from 6 to 12 tons of sugar cane per day. In parallel, the remuneration was reduced in half, in the same period. Taking this into account, and that the workers cannot control the quantity of sugar cane they cut, it is clear that the supposed economic efficiency of the Brazilian alcohol production process and the profits of the Sugar and Alcohol enterprises are clearly subsidized at the cost of extreme exploitation of the workers.

Beyond the serious problems identified in the working conditions, the delegation documented the environmental impact of the monoculture of sugar cane, among which the pollution caused by the burning of sugar cane, the pollution of water sources and of the soil, due to the utilization of chemical inputs and of the residues form the production of alcohol, as well as the loss ob biodiversity and the disrespect of legal provisions in relation to forest protection legal provisions. 

The delegation was also informed of the displacement of food crops, especially in relation to beans and cattle to other regions of the country, due to the expansion of sugar cane production. The interviewed organizations manifested their deep preoccupation in relation to the loss of food autonomy of the State and the increase in food prices that has been observed in the last few months. The inexistence of agricultural and soil utilization zoning procedures that could guarantee the protection of peasant family agriculture, for the production of staple foods, is of special concern in face of the uncontrolled expansion of the sugar cane monoculture.
Some recommendations:
With the objective of guaranteeing the observation of human rights, the mission recommends to the Brazilian State:

· To speed up the legal process of identifications and demarcation of the territories of the Guaraní-Kaiowá people, guaranteeing the security of the public officers responsible for carrying out these processes. 

· The Government of the Sate of Piaui must, In the case of Fazenda Santa Clara, guarantee that the settle family farmers have secured the legal titles to the land. 

· It is necessary that the State guarantees the freedom of organization of the agricultural producers in associations in face of the practice of intimidation and repression in the part of the enterprise Brasil Ecodiesel, in Fazenda Santa Clara, in Piaui. 

· The mission recognizes the extremely relevant work developed by the Labour Inspection Department, in partnership with the Public Ministry to inspect and guarantee the fulfilment of the labour laws in the sugar cane production sector in São Paulo. The mission recommends the strengthening of the institutional capacity of these institutions so that they can carry out periodical inspections with special attention to issuing the CAT (signed labour carnet), and to the lodging and feeding conditions. 

· Advance the negotiations and legal procedures to overcome the super-exploitation and violation of labour rights based in the system of payment for produced amount of sugar cane (Task) through the sugar cane sector in São Paulo, as well as in other parts of the country. 
· Prioritize the support to family agriculture, agrarian reform, diversified production of basic food staples for family consumption, guaranteeing for food security and basic needs, instead of stimulating the monoculture of agroenergetic crops for export.

The final report of the fact-finding mission will be released in May.

Visual Impressions:
Get a visual impression from the Fact finding mission on the impact of biofuels on the right to food in Brazil, from 3 to 10 April 2008. 
http://blip.tv/file/825351
Biofuels and food prices: interview Sofia Monsalve

http://blip.tv/file/824702
Pricing Ethanol: FERAESP rural labour union leader in Brazilian State of São Paulo, gives his view on why Brazilian ethanol is so competitive on the world market.
http://blip.tv/file/824491
Brazils National Rapporteur on the right to labour, Food and Housing explains what is needed to improve working conditions of sugar cane cutters. 
http://blip.tv/file/824339/
José Batista is a sugarcane cutter with three harvests. He has a dream.
http://blip.tv/file/824592
Contact: Sofia Monsalve, FIAN International, Monsalve@fian.org 

More information at www.fian.org 
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