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The Philippines has a total of four million hectares of marginal lands half of which has the potential for biofuel production. A few years ago, the country embraced the development of biofuels with hopes of achieving future energy security, augmenting farmer’s income and rural employment. However, the main problem facing the biofuel industry is (perhaps add here: the sustainable production and) the  availability of feedstock and processing facilities to meet the demands of the National Biofuels Program. With the Biofuels Act of 2007, farmers and some (you should be more specific here: what type of groups? NGO’s or civil society organisation? people’s organisations?) groups remain critical in the counter-productiveness of biofuel production with respect to food production in the country. In addition, there is a lack of science-based knowledge of sustainable biofuel production.
To find solutions to these problems, by the collective effort of Leiden University, CVPED, TREES-UPLB and ICRAF-Philippines, a multi stakeholder workshop and forum was held on 14 – 16 January 2009 at the SEARCA Residence Hotel, UPLB, College, Laguna, Philippines.  With contributions from almost 50 participants from all over the country, the 3-day workshop aimed to discuss and identify relevant knowledge gaps and areas for innovative research in field of biofuels production; and discuss and identify potentials and constraints, as perceived by various stakeholder groups, for sustainable biofuel production systems on marginal lands in Southeast Asia. 

The first and second day plenary focused on the global level and on the local level, respectively. The discussion during the first day centered on biofuel production policies, biofuels and climate change mitigation, and their effects on biodiversity conservation, land use change and ecosystem services. The second day dwelled more on the local experiences of various companies and cooperatives in the production of biofuels from coconut, jatropha, malungay, sugarcane, sweet sorghum and cassava. 
The group discussions highlighted the following points: weak policy framework and implementation; conflicts on land allocation; lack of knowledge on biofuel production (e.g., water use efficiency, feed stock, site-species matching); need for trade-off analysis on the effects of biofuel production on biodiversity, land use change and ecosystem services; access to funds and processing facilities; relevance to GHG mitigation and suitability to CDM; and involvement of local communities. The result of the workshop will be used in preparation of the development of an integrated research programme towards sustainable biofuels production and policies. 
The workshop was concluded by a short excursion to community-based Jatropha nursery, experimental plantations, and processing laboratories in Los Baños.
Day 1: after opening session 

Day 3: excursion
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Day 3: Jatropha experimental site

[image: image3.jpg]e

S s — \ = )
' ———————— - —— a4 4
GERMPLASM MANAGEMENT, VARIETAL IMPROVEMENT
’ and SEED
TECHNOLOGY R &D for PHYSIC NUT (JATROPHA CURCAS)

* FIELD EVALUATION OF SELECTED

MPLEMENTING UNIT: IPB, CROP SCIENCE CLUSTER. CA.UPLB T
SUPPORTED BY: PNOC- ALTERNATIVE FUEL CORPORATION . D e e y
ACURCAS (TUBANG BAKOD) FOR BIODIESEL
= —:. %
sges 3
1 £ '\_ = i
W 7 | Do
U »—‘\‘73‘._ > 2 SSRGS
N, h \




